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Instructions to authors – Sri Lanka Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

Editorial policy

Sri Lanka Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
invites original articles related to the field of obstetrics
and gynaecology for publication in the Journal. The
articles may include original papers (maximum 3000
words), case reports and brief communications
(maximum 1000 words), reviews relevant to practice
(maximum 2500 words) and correspondence
(maximum 400 words). All material submitted is
subject to peer review by members of the editorial board
and a specialist reviewer where indicated.

 Cover letter

Cover letter should indicate that the contents have
not been already published and the paper is not being
submitted else where. It should acknowledge any
potential conflict of interest and bring to the notice of
the editor of any possible overlap with prior
publications. In papers with more than one author a
brief statement regarding the contribution of each
author to the work reported should be included. The
first author must accept the responsibility for ensuring
that both the version of the paper submitted and the
corrected proofs have the approval of all the co-
authors. The authors should have

• Conceived and planned the work that led to
the paper and/or interpreted the evidence it
presents

• Wrote the paper or reviewed successive
versions and participated in their revisions

• Approved the final version

General instructions

Submission of manuscripts should be by E-mail.
Also three copies of the original manuscript should
be submitted. The text should be printed on one side
of numbered A4 sheets with double spacing and
margins of 2.5 cm. In “intervention” studies a
statement that an ethical review body has approved
the study with documentary evidence of such
approval should accompany the article. Authors are
advised to retain copies of all material submitted to
the Journal as these can not be returned. Each
manuscript component should begin on a new page,
in the sequence of title page, abstract, key words, text,
acknowledgements, references, tables, illustrations

and legends for illustrations. The title page should
contain (1) the title of the article (2) first name, middle
initial and last name of each author (3) institutions
where the study was carried out (4) financial support
for the work (5) postal address of the principal author
for correspondence along with telephone number, fax
number and e-mail address (6) a short running title of
no more than 40 characters (count letters and spaces).

Original articles

The text should comprise introduction, materials
and methods, results and discussion. The second page
should carry an abstract limited to 250 words. Authors
should provide a few key words or phrases for the
index. All measurements must be in SI units.
Abbreviations should be in parenthesis preceded by
words in full before the first appearance.

Case reports and brief communications

Authors should provide a few key words or
phrases for the index.

Review articles and commentaries

These are commissioned by the editor who
welcomes suggestions for topics or authors. Authors
should provide a few key words or phrases for the
index.

Tables and illustrations

• Tables should be presented separately.
Illustrations should be used only when the
data cannot be otherwise clearly expressed.
When graphs are submitted numerical data
on which they are based should be supplied.
Computer illustrations/photographs will be
accepted. These should be separate from the
word document but can be in the same CD.

• If photographs of patients are used either the
subjects should not be identifiable or their
pictures must be accompanied by written
permission to use the figures. Photographs
should not be larger than 10×15 cm.

• Legends for illustrations should be given on a
separate sheet and not appear on the
illustrations.
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References

Reference citations should be numbered (in
Arabic numerals) consecutively in the order in which
they are first mentioned in the text.  The titles of journals
should be abbreviated according to the style used in
Index Medicus. Examples of correct forms of references
follow

Journal article

1. Hammond CB, Weed Jr JC, Currie JL. The role of
operation in the current therapy of gestational
trophoblastic disease. Am J Obstet Gynecol 1980;
136: 844-858.

Book

A) Editor, compiler, chairman as author

1. Reid DE, Ryan KJ, Benirschke K, eds. Principles
and Management of Human Reproduction. 1st ed.
Philadelphia. London. Toronto: WB Saunders,
1972; 56-57.

B) Chapter in book

1. Zamecnik J.  Concentration of thromboxane B2 in
the rat. In: Samuelsson B, RamwellP, eds.
Advances in Prostaglandin Research. New York:
Raven Press, 1980; 8: 23-24.

Correspondence

All correspondence must be addressed to The
Editor, Sri Lanka Journal of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology, Sri Lanka College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, No. 112, Model Farm Road, Colombo 8,
Sri Lanka. Telephone 94 112 689036, E-mail:
deepalsenaka@yahoo.co.ukslanerolle@hotmail.com


